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Newsletter No: 9             Wednesday, 12th September, 2018 
 

Dear Parents and Friends, 
 
Last night we had a large number of our Years 3 – 6 students participate in the DanceFever 
Interschool Challenge at the Mackay Entertainment Centre as a culmination to our DanceFever 
lessons this term. 
 
The children all danced beautifully and the staff and parents were extremely proud of them. We had 
a number of partners who came a place in their dances (outlined further along in the newsletter) and 
MacKillop won the overall Showcase Dance for the night. I would like to thank the students for their 
hard work and commitment. They have given up some lunch times to practice their showcase dance 
and this hard work paid off. I was fortunate enough to watch some of the children’s lessons on 
Tuesday and to see the fun they were having was fantastic. Michael, Corey and Alyssa are 
wonderful teachers and their enthusiasm is contagious. We thank them for sharing their passion with 
the children.  
 
Prep to Year 2 students don’t miss out on the fun neither. We have the Showcase for these classes 
next Tuesday 18th September from 11.50 – 12.50pm in the hall. We would love as many parents as 
possible to come along and see what your children have been learning in their DanceFever lessons. 
Make sure you wear your dancing shoes as there may just be the chance for you to learn a dance 
with your children. 
 
We also have another reason to be extremely proud of our students at MacKillop. Yesterday our 
Year 3 and 5 students received their NAPLAN reports for the tests they undertook in Reading, 
Writing, Language Conventions (Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation) and Numeracy in May this 
year. The NAPLAN assessment reports an individual’s achievement against a common national 
assessment scale which means that progress from one cohort to the next can be monitored. While 
we value the data that NAPLAN tests provides for the school we are cognisant that NAPLAN is just 
one aspect of the school’s assessment and reporting process, and does not replace extensive, 
ongoing assessments made by teachers about each student’s performance. 
 
When looking at the whole school’s data and performance trends, it is pleasing to note the overall 
growth that has occurred, with both the year 3 and 5 cohorts being above the average Queensland 
state mean in all areas. There has also been a significant improvement in grammar and punctuation 
which has been a focus area this year. You may have read in the Daily Mercury a couple of weeks 
ago that our Year 5 students results were ranked in the top 3 schools in the Mackay and Whitsunday 
region which we are extremely proud of. 
 
I would like to thank all the staff at MacKillop for preparing our students for events such as NAPLAN. 
We are extremely fortunate to have such a dedicated team of teachers and support staff who work 
tirelessly to provide the best learning environment for each individual.  

 



 
 

DANCEFEVER RESULTS 

 
Congratulations to these students who came a place at the 
DanceFever Challenge last night. 
 
Breanne McLachlan and Genevieve Grandcourt - 2nd Place  - Year 3 
Samba 
Cody Lankin & Evie Ledwy - 3rd Place - Year 3 Waltz 
Mia Cundell & Jude Ackerman - 3rd Place - Year 6 Waltz 
Andre Rosales & Saskia Allan - 3rd Place Year 6 Samba 
Cerrise Giles & Corban Delahunty - 2nd Place Year 4 Samba 
Sara Reid & Rory Franklin - 1st place Year 5 Waltz and 1st place 
Year 5 Samba 
Chelsea Nield & Ryan Camilleri - 1st Place - Year 5 Samba 
Amelia Hokins & Ryan Camilleri - 1st Place - Year 4 - Waltz 
 

NAPLAN SURVEY 
 

The Queensland College of Teachers is seeking feedback through a 
survey on NAPLAN in Queensland. This survey is for teachers, 
students and families of our schools.  
 
The survey will enable students to have their say on NAPLAN. It will 
be completed by students at home, with the consent of both 
parents/carers and students. Parents/carers can assist students as 
needed. Important information is that the student survey is to be 
completed by students from Year 3 to Year 10 only. The survey will 
be open until 14 September.  
 
The survey link is https://survey.lsia.com.au/s3/2018NapRevStudent  
This project has received ethical clearance from both the Australian 
Catholic University and Department of Education. Further 
information on the Student Survey and the Review are provided 
within the survey link.  
 

STAFF NEWS 
 

This Thursday we have several staff attending an ASD (Autism 
Spectrum Disorder) training session with Sue Larkey. Kristy Cundell, 
Tina Jansen and Katherine Cridland will be attending.  

 
ANDREW CHINN CONCERT  

 
Last Friday, we had Australian religious songwriter and singer, 
Andrew Chinn visit our school to share his songs with our children. 
What a fabulous concert he performed with lots of involvement from 
the children. He also had a workshop with a number of children to 
perform a school choir which performed in the whole school concert 
at the end of the day. Andrew had the children engaged and 
entertained the whole time.  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

SCHOOL COUNSELLOR 
 
Due to unforeseen circumstances, Karen Morley will no longer be 
available to cover counselling services for our school.  We will be 
recruiting a counsellor to cover Term Four as soon as possible, but 
it will mean we have no counsellor for the remaining week of this 
term.  We apologise for the changes that have occurred and the 
inconvenience this may have caused students and families.   
 
If you feel your child needs assistance before the beginning of Term 
Four, we would recommend external counselling agencies like: 

 
 Centacare – 35 Milton Street, Mackay -  1300523985 

 Relationships Australia - 2/48 Victoria Street -  1300364277 

 Anglicare – 0749533444 

 Headspace (12-24 yrs) – 0748982200 

 ATAP for Kids (0-12 yrs) – 0748982700 

Please contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 



Parent Information Night 

 

Bullying (Self-bullying) 

 

Guest Speaker: Luke Kennedy 
 

Monday 15th October 2018 - 6.30pm - 8.00pm 
MacKillop Catholic Primary School Library 

 
All Parents/Guardians Welcome 

Light refreshments will be available  
 

Bookings essential - RSVP MacKillop Office   
Ph: 49553600 

or 
mnm@rok.catholic.edu.au 

 
(Thanks to CEO Rockhampton for providing some funding through the 

Parent Education Fund to support this initiative) 

 

 

 

Drought Assistance Fundraiser 
 
We are all aware of the dire drought situation our farmers 
are experiencing presently. Catholic Schools have been 
asked by our Director to forward any funds raised for 
farmers to a specially set-up account with our Catholic 
Education Office who will then distribute funds to schools 
in the far west - Longreach, Blackall and Barcaldine so 
that families in these schools can directly be supported. 
 
To show our support, we are holding a free dress 
fundraiser next Thursday, 20th September.  
 
Students can come to school next Thursday dressed as a 
farmer/cowboy/cowgirl and bring along a gold coin (or 
more) donation.  Thank you for your support for this 
fundraising endeavour. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

 

Our Parent Teacher Interviews will be held this afternoon. These 
interviews are intended to focus on your child’s development 
and on related aspects such as attitudes, concentration and general  
progress. It will also be an opportunity to look at areas of strength in  
your child’s educational progress and, where appropriate, aspects  
where further development is desirable. 
 
If you are unable to make this date you will need to see your child’s  
teacher to arrange an interview  at a time that is mutually  
convenient.  
 
Thank you to the teachers for their hard work in preparing for these 
interviews. 

FAMILIES LEAVING 
 

As our total enrolment drives many aspects of our school (staffing, 
budget, class sizes and structure) it is important that we try to be as 
accurate as possible in predicting the school enrolment for 2019. If 
you know that you will be leaving at the end of the year could you 
please notify the office as soon as possible? Your assistance with 
this matter is greatly appreciated. 
 
 

PRAYERS 
 
 Please remember Helen Privett who is 
currently recovering from surgery. We pray for a 
speedy recovery for Helen. 
 
 Please also remember Anna Kurylko (Allison Blakey’s mother) 
who is unwell at this time and receiving treatment. 
 
 Please remember in your prayers anyone who is sick within our 
community, we pray for God’s healing and restoration.  
 

FOR  SALE 
 

We have a bar fridge and a freezer for sale. These are in good 
working order – they just no longer fit in our sick bay with the 
purchase of our new bunk beds. The fridge is $30 and the freezer is 
$50. If anyone is interested please contact the office. They can be 
viewed in the office also. 
 

 
 

 
CHILD SAFETY WEEK 

 
Last week was Child Safety Week. As a school, we made a wall of 

wishes.  

 

 
 
 

Keep Smiling 

 
Allison Blakey 

Principal 

mailto:mnm@rok.catholic.edu.au
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REFLECTION 

Reflection is an essential element of our growth in 
Christ. As we reflect over what we have learnt and ponder it in our 
hearts, we come to recognise the presence of God in our lives. 

This Sunday's Reflection 

Such courtesy and sensitivity! The deaf man when brought to Jesus 
by his friends probably didn’t know what was going on. Being the 
centre of attention in the midst of a group of strangers would have 
only added to his confusion and embarrassment. So Jesus takes 
him aside and there, one on one, mimics what he intends to do – 
unstop his ears, heal his tongue. Jesus doesn’t just foist healing 
upon the man. Touching a person’s ears, anointing the tongue are 
acts of familiarity and one can imagine the tenderness with which 
Jesus would have done them. No wonder he groaned. He probably 
saw in the man’s face the depths of loneliness he had suffered. 
Those watching at a distance may have misinterpreted his actions 
as magic but Jesus’ look to heaven showed the true source of his 
power. All it took was a single word of command to overturn the 
years of loneliness and isolation. 

Scriptural commentators interpret the initial verses of this reading to 
mean that Jesus spent some time in Gentile territory and that this 
miracle was typical of the healings that Jesus did during his 
wanderings over the Decapolis region. Though he performed many 
miracles, each was a unique encounter for the individual. One on 
one, heart reached out to heart. This gives us the courage to 
ponder: ‘If Jesus came to me, how would he take me aside and 
what would he heal?’  

Prayer 

Loving Father, you know when I fail to understand your ways. In my 
deafness, I do not even know how to listen. Send your Son Jesus to 
me, may he come close with his healing power and lead me into 
your Spirit’s ways of loving that I may truly live for your glory.  

www.prayasyoucan.com.au 

SACRAMENTAL  PROGRAM! 
 

ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC PARISH OF NORTH MACKAY  
& NORTHERN BEACHES 

 
SACRAMENTAL PROCESS 

 
Preparation for the Sacrament of Penance (First Confession) 
RECONCILIATION 
 
Family Workshop (Penace) 

 Sunday 16th September 10am St Joseph’s Church 

 or  

 Wednesday 19th September 7:00pm St Joseph’s Church 

 

Celebration of First Reconciliation  

 Tuesday 30th October and Wednesday 31st October 

4pm – 5pm 

 
 St Joseph’s Church, 21 – 23 Grendon Street, North Mackay. 

For further information, please contact Parish Office 

Phone: 4957 4855 or Email: stjomky@bigpond.com 

Monday to Friday 9:00am – 12:00pm. 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is held at St Joseph’s Church on the 
1st & 3rd Saturday 6pm Mass and 1st & 3rd Sunday 9am Mass of the 
month during school term and also at St Brendan’s church on 1st & 

3rd Sunday 7:30am Masses of the Month. 

 
 
 

Take some time to reflect on where Jesus has been in your life 
today.   

 
 

God Bless, 

Nanette Devitt 

Acting Assistant Principal Religious Education 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land and pay respects to their Elders 

and all Elders, past, present and future. 

 

 

 

- Jesus Lives in our Hearts - Forever! -  

 

SAFETY HEROES- KEEPING SAFE AT HOME 

Year 2 Guest Speaker Scott Camilleri. 

This week Scott Camilleri taught Year 2 about electricity and 
electrical safety through Ergon Energy’s Safety Heroes program. 
Thank you Scott, we have all learnt some valuable information. 

Mrs Devitt and Miss Danastas 

 

http://www.prayasyoucan.com.au/


 

 
Prep J Emeline Fletcher 

 You are always kind and caring to all your Prep 
friends.  It is lovely seeing you make sure your 
friends are OK and happy. 

 Louie Warne 
 For always doing an excellent job of the Prep 

morning routine.  You are confident and 
independent in making sure all important activities 
are completed. 

1P Beau Oliver 
 Your work with our counting patterns this week was 

absolutely amazing! You were able to identify the 
counting pattern being used and the direction in 
which the pattern was moving. Fabulous work 
Beau!  

 Baylen Smith 
 This week you worked very carefully to describe 

‘Blue’ the raptor, from Jurassic World. You included 
details about what he looks like, what he likes to eat 
and where he lives. You also included some 
information about what he likes to do. Great work 
Baylen!  

2D Sebastian Grandcourt 
 For your enthusiasm during all Dance Fever 

lessons this term.  Each week you have listened, 
followed instructions and tried your best.  You are 
such a groover Sebastian. 

 Slater Smith 
 Slater, you are Student of the Week this week 

because you sorted numbers 1-100 on the 100 
chart all by yourself.  It was also wonderful to see 
you counting down in 10s. 

2N Harry Cundell 
 For your work in Mathematics this week Harry, 

you quickly learnt how to ‘regroup’ the ones into 
the tens house in two-digit addition. I was also 
impressed with your careful setting out of your 
numbers. Very impressive work! 

 Lily O’Neill 
 I was very impressed with your summary writing 

about our class novel, ‘The Mystery of the Circus 
Clown’, Lily! You wrote the key ideas and some 
supporting details in your own words. Excellent 
work! 

3CR Joshua Field 
 Wow Josh!  The introduction of your persuasive 

letter to Mrs Blakey was AMAZING!  You thought 
about the writing traits of organisation and word 
choice to plan and draft a well-written argument.  
Keep up the great work! 

 Callum McKenzie 
 Callum, you have worked hard on your reading all 

year!  Your efforts in this area are not going 
unnoticed.  We are so proud of the confidence you 
show when reading and your perseverance with 
more complex texts is AMAZING!  It is also great 
to see you applying your prior knowledge to new 
books.  Great work! 

4C Jazmine Finucan 
 For making valuable contributions towards your 

group’s discussions about our persuasive topic, 
“Dogs make the best pets”. You shared several 
convincing reasons and examples to support your 
point of view. Well done Jazmine! 

 Carys Laflamme 
 For excellent results in your spelling test this 

week.  You should be very proud of your efforts. 
Keep it up Carys! 

4M Ella Berrigan 
 For writing a well thought out persuasive text with 

very good detail to enhance your writing.  Your 
controlled skill over spelling, grammar and 
punctuation is impressive.  Fantastic effort! 

 Kallis Stevens 
 For being an outstanding student who strives to do 

your best at all times.  You always make a huge 
effort with your work and show a great interest in 
all classroom lessons.  Well done Kallis! 

5K Bella Bovey 
 For your contribution to our class Mass and the 

reverent behaviour you displayed. 
 Andre Doumergue 
 For the enthusiastic zest you show when 

completing in-class assignment tasks.  You are a 
star. 

6PG Ellee Bourke 
 Your positive nature is infectious!  I love the way 

you look for the best in every situation and people.  
Your smile and laugh lights up our classroom. May 
you always let your light shine for people to see! 

 Jasmine Gale 
 For your great attitude towards your schoolwork.  

You apply yourself to complete all tasks and will 
persevere with more challenging tasks, often 
asking questions to clarify your understanding.  
Awesome effort Jasmine! 

 Toby Reid 
 For the way you work independently.  You follow 

instructions and take responsibility for yourself and 
your work in order to complete set tasks effectively 
and without fuss.  Well done Toby! 

6R Jack Henderson 
 You worked super hard, persevered and 

demonstrated enjoyment at the challenge to plot 
ordered pairs on the Cartesian Plane, to reveal 
your mystery picture of a robot – A.I.  Your points 
were neatly marked and you took great care to 
present your coordinate picture with pride.  It looks 
awesome! 

 Aaliyah McDougall 
 Congratulations on your fantastic improvements in 

your reading, Aaliyah!  You are reading aloud with 
wonderful accuracy and fluency.  Your written 
responses to comprehension questions are 
increasing in detail and demonstrate your growing 
understanding of what you have read! 

 
                

  
 Sept   11 Rory Franklin 
    14 Savannah Cornick 
   
  
      

 
These children have been ‘Making Jesus Real’ at MacKillop. 

Congratulations! 
 

 

 
 



TUCKSHOP ROSTER 
 
  Fri  14/09 Ashleigh Lindner 
 ` Karey Derdziak 
  HELPERS REQUIRED 

 
  Wed  19/09 Kim Hill  
  Alex Shuttlewood 
 

Tuckshop helpers – please wear closed in shoes 
 

If you are unable to work your rostered day could you please 
contact Jo Oliver by phone or text 0413 672 920 

 

SEPTEMBER SPECIAL OF THE MONTH 
  

 

BAKED POTATO $4.00 ea 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Please ensure tuckshop orders are written on brown paper bags 

and remember to write your child’s name and class on their bag so 
their lunch goes into the correct.  

 

 
EMAIL ADDRESSES 

 

New email addresses have been set up for all P&F correspondence. 
Agenda suggestions are always welcome. 
 
Mel – MNM_pandfPresident@rok.catholic.edu.au 
Kristy – MNM_pandfSecretary@rok.catholic.edu.au 
 
If you have any suggestions for the P & F, please fill out a 
suggestion form available in the office and pop it into the red 
box. Remember to check out the MacKillop P & F page on the 
website where you can find our contact details and the latest 
meeting minutes.  
 
http://www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au/parentsfriends.htm 
 
Mel, Paula, Kristy & Penny 
 
 
DATE CLAIMERS 
 

Friday 21st September – Last day of Term 3 
Monday 17th October – Luke Kennedy Parent Night 
Saturday 27th October – Parent Thank You Dinner 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations to Paige Roscher, Sky Neal and Holly Pennisi who 
played the 2018 netball season with St Brendan’s. Their team the 
Storm won the Under 12’s division D. It was a close game with the 
Storm winning 14 points to 13. 
 
 

COLES SPORTS FOR SCHOOLS VOUCHERS 
 

These are the purchases we made with our Coles Sports for 
Schools Vouchers. We thank the families that supported this venture 
by shopping at Coles. These resources will be well utilised by the 
students especially our lower and middle aged students. 
 

 
 
 

FETE SHOWBAGS 

We still have 5 Sticker show bags left over from the fete for only $4 
each. Each one contains stickers shown in the photo below. Please 
see the office staff if you’re interested in purchasing one. 
 

 
MACKAY FUTSAL 

 
Mackay Futsal (Indoor Soccer) Club , is based at the Mackay 
Basketball Stadium, Milton Street, Mackay, and is presently 

signing on for the summer season. Programmes or 
competitions are for all ages from 3 years and upwards and 

are open to men and women. To sign up or enquire regarding 
joining go to www.mackayfutsal.com ,email 

mackay@australianfutsal.com or ring Germano 
on  0409473437. 

 

mailto:MNM_pandfPresident@rok.catholic.edu.au
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http://www.mnmrok.catholic.edu.au/parentsfriends.htm
http://www.redbankfutsal.com/
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CONGRATULATIONS 
TO ALL STUDENTS 

WHO PARTICIPATED. 



 

 


